History of Kosrae

A section of the great Pacific Tectonic Plate, later to
be called the Caroline Plate, shifted some 3,000,000
years ago. For centuries, the volcanic mass stood
weathering storm after storm. Rising and falling seas
climbed up its sides and then subsided as glacial ice
ages passed. Hot sun baked and cracked the black
rocks; rain cooled and further split them. Rivers began
to form as the land was slowly sculptured by nature’s
forces. The island beauty was formed, it was the be-
ginning of the jewel of Micronesia: Kosrae.

The first to find the island were not men, but only little
organisms. Archaeological evidence shows that the
island was settled by the early years of the first millen-
nium AD, although it is expected that future research
will push this back to the first millennium BC.

By the time of the island's first contact with European
travelers in 1824, Kosrae had a highly stratified soci-
ety, typical of the surrounding islands of the time. Its
cultural features included matrilineal lineage and
clans, with a feudal structure of "nobles" controlling
land worked by "commoners" and settlements consist-
ing of small groups of close relatives sharing a single
cook house. While the commoners lived on the main
island, which was then called Ualang, the royalty and
their retainers lived inside more than 100 basalt-walled
compounds on Lelu and the nearby islets of Pisin,
Yenyen and Yenasr. With its canal system and coral
streets, the fortressed island of Lelu would have ri-
valed its medieval counterparts in Europe.

There are indications that Kosrae was once an impor-
tant power in the region. Pohnpeian legend says that
around the 14™ century Kosraen warriors sailed to
Pohnpei and overthrew the tyrannical Saudeleur dy-
nasty that ruled the island. Chukese legends also sug-
gest cultural influences from Kosrae around the same
time.

In 1824, Captain Louis Isidore Depurrey on the
French ship, Coquille, anchored on June 3 in Okat
harbor and stayed on Kosrae for ten days. Much to the
relief of the Frenchmen, whose skin color and clothes
astonished the Kosraen, the natives brought the offi-
cers cooked breadfruit and seka and there was an ex-
change of small gifts. The French, described the Kos-
raen as “peace-loving people who had no weapons”.
Unfortunately, for several decades after this first
friendly visit, Kosraens were victimized by whaling
crews, who made deals with chiefs for the Island's
abundant foods, water, and female companionship.
The first missionary established a station in 1852 and
virtually the entire population was Christianized in the

1870s. Traditional songs, dances, myths and other oral
histories were discouraged or banned and ultimately
forgotten. Tattooing went out of fashion, alcohol was
forbidden and the ceremonial use of seka (Pohnphei’s
sakau) was no longer allowed. Under church influ-
ences, Kosrae’s traditional matrilineal society devel-
oped into a Western-style patrilineal system.

1885 saw the conflict of interest between Spain and
Germany over “ownership” of the Micronesian Is-
lands. As it was resolved by the Pope, Spain was the
owner while Germany kept trading rights. Many coco-
nuts trees were planted during this time, and copra
production encouraged. After the Spanish-American
war of 1898, Spain sold the Caroline & Marianas Is-
lands to Germany for four millions dollars. The Ger-
man government didn’t interfere with the American
missionaries, Germany’s main interest in Kosrae was
economic development . World War I was to end Ger-
man Pacific Empire and begin the Japanese control of
these Pacific Islands.

Extensive economic improvements took place during
the Japanese mandate of 1914 to 1945. An agriculture
program was started; sugar was exported to Saipan for
crushing; a rice project didn’t succeed but, “truck gar-
dening”, the growing of vegetables on small farm lots
did. Cucumber (still called by the Japanese name ki-
uri), beans and cabbage were grown in Kosrae. This
concept of small vegetable gardens is also encouraged
by today’s government. A weather station was con-
structed and a branch hospital was built on Lelu Is-
land. Many health problems were reported and patients
were successfully treated. A public school and a teach-
ers’ residence were built in Lelu in 1936. The island
was occupied by the Japanese during World War II,
tunnel bunkers were dug into the tops of some of the
island's interior peaks by Japanese soldiers and some
are still intact (as the ones in Mt. Oman).

In 1945, administration of the Micronesian islands,
including Kosrae, passed to the United States, which
began to provide aid and investment for the island in
the 1960s. During the Trust Territory (TTPI) period,
Kosrae was initially administered as part of the Ponape
(Pohnpei) District, but later became a separate district.
When the Micronesian constitution was defeated in the
TTPI districts of Palau and the Marshall Islands, Kos-
rae joined the remaining districts (Yap, Chuuk and
Pohnpei) to form the Federated States of Micronesia
(FSM). Kosrae is the only one-island FSM state, while
the other three states are composed of many islands.




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



